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Survey Methodology

The Community Partnership utilized the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) to collect data on homeless
individuals and families in the DC. Providers were instructed to fill out a survey sheet on each individual in their shelter on
1/25/06.

Private agencies that do not receive public funds voluntarily participated in the survey collection process and submitted
information via telephone interviews and paper surveys. They were given the option to return information in the aggre-
gate or by individual.

Questions in the survey instrument were derived from HUD data standards and regional interest areas of the Washington
Council of Governments Homeless Subcommittee. The Survey consists of close ended questions on persons residing in a
shelter facility on the night of 1/25/06. Over the past six years, many questions on the instrument have remained constant
giving The Partnership the opportunity to establish trends and comment on changes in the population over time.

Our research indicates that there was a 96% participation rate by DC homeless shelter providers. The Partnership would
like to thank these providers for their participation and commitment to this process.




