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THE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR THE PREVENTION OF HOMELESSNESS 
 

Veterans of the United States military account for roughly 12 percent of 
the adult homeless population in the District of Columbia. When the 
Community Partnership conducted the 2011 Point in Time Enumeration 
– an annual, single-day “snapshot” census of homeless persons – a 
total of 515 homeless veterans were counted in the District. Subsequent 
information collected by TCP shows that as many as 1,511 veterans 
were served in Emergency Shelter or Transitional Housing throughout 
2010.    

While the 2011 count of 515 veterans was virtually unchanged 
from the 2010 count of 512, the number of veterans counted 
during Point in Time has decreased by 23 percent since 2008.  

 

0

200

400

600

800

2008 2009 2010 2011

Literally Homeless Veterans Counted at Point in 

Time, by Year

 

 Some 70 percent of veterans primarily reside on the street or 
in the city’s Emergency Shelters. Approximately one-fifth of 
homeless veterans are enrolled in Transitional Housing 
Programs for single adults, while the remaining ten percent 
are in the city’s family shelter and housing facilities.  
 
HHoouussiinngg  ffoorr  VVeetteerraannss  iinn  tthhee  DDiissttrriicctt  
  
TThhee  hhoouussiinngg  ooff  hhoommeelleessss  vveetteerraannss  iiss  aa  pprriioorriittyy  ooff  bbootthh  tthhee  
llooccaall  aanndd  ffeeddeerraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  aanndd  ooff  TThhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  
PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp..  WWhhiillee  hhoommeelleessss  vveetteerraannss  rreessiiddee  sshheelltteerr  aanndd  
hhoouussiinngg  pprrooggrraammss  aaccrroossss  tthhee  cciittyy,,  tthhee  DDCC  hhoommeelleessss  sseerrvviicceess  
ccoonnttiinnuuuumm  ooff  ccaarree  iinncclluuddeess  mmuullttiippllee  pprrooggrraammss  tthhaatt  aarree  
ddeeddiiccaatteedd  eexxcclluussiivveellyy  ttoo  sseerrvviinngg  vveetteerraannss..    
  
TThheerree  aarree  ssoommee  115500  uunniittss  ooff  TTrraannssiittiioonnaall  HHoouussiinngg  ffoorr  
hhoommeelleessss  vveetteerraannss  aanndd  mmoorree  tthhaann  220000  uunniittss  ooff  PPeerrmmaanneenntt  
SSuuppppoorrttiivvee  HHoouussiinngg  ffoorr  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  hhoommeelleessss  vveetteerraannss  iinn  tthhee  
cciittyy..  TThheessee  pprrooggrraammss  aarree  ffuunnddeedd  tthhrroouugghh  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ssoouurrcceess  
iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  DDiissttrriicctt  ooff  CCoolluummbbiiaa  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHuummaann  
SSeerrvviicceess,,  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  HHoouussiinngg  aanndd  
UUrrbbaann  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  
VVeetteerraannss  AAffffaaiirrss..    

  

Quick Facts on Veteran 
Homelessness 

 

•    Homeless veterans in the District are, on 
average, five years older than their non-
veteran counterparts. Median age among 
unaccompanied homeless veterans in the 
District is 54; median age among veterans in 
families is 31 
 

• Nearly two-thirds of the homeless veterans 
surveyed met the U.S. Department of 
Housing & Urban Development’s definition 
of “chronically homeless” – a disabled 
person who has been homeless for more 
than a year or who has had three episodes 
of homelessness in the past four years. 
 

• 30 percent of homeless veterans report 
histories of substance abuse and 28 
percent report mental health issues; 14 
percent report experiencing both conditions 
concurrently. 

 

• One in three homeless veterans reports 
living with a physical disability. 

 

• Two of every five veterans reports living 
with a chronic health condition. 
 

• Nearly 45 percent of all homeless veterans 
report that they have no income of any kind. 
Median income among homeless veterans 
with at least one income source is $713 per 
month. One fourth of all homeless veterans 
are employed, with income from 
employment being the most common 
primary income source reported by those 
surveyed.  
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GOOD WORK OF THE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP, 

PLEASE VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE: 

WWW.COMMUNITY-PARTNERSHIP.ORG 

 


